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>> Good morning, everyone.  Welcome.  Thank you for coming to the workshop.  

As you see, this is an all‑women panel unlike the other panels we had yesterday and earlier yesterday morning.  There are male speakers in the panel, they're online they'll be meeting us shortly.  

My name is Lisa Garcia.  I'm with the Foundation for Media Alternatives in the Philippines.  

As you know, the theme of this year's event is Internet to Equinet.  The Asia‑Pacific region as we know in the population of 3.9 billion and which currently has 32% Internet penetration is where many of the next billion online will be coming from.  It is not just their connectivity that we should focus on, but more on the rights to the Internet and rights in Internet.  

You may recall in July of 2012 the Human Rights Council of The U.N. had adopted the resolution on the Promotion of Protection, Enjoyment of Human Rights in the Internet which protects the rights of people.  The rights of people, it should also be protected online.  

There are several spaces where Internet governance and policy issues are discussed, we're all familiar with the discussions in the U.N., WSIS, et cetera, but it is reflected locally and at the national level, of course.  Countries in the region experience an apparent disconnect between global Internet policies and local legislation.  Our speakers, some speakers will be talking about that.

While there is now progress in the discussion about the Human Rights in cyberspace globally, local legislations continue to advocate restriction, restrictions in cyber freedoms.  For instance, cybercrime laws.

While there is a great ‑‑ a multistakeholder Internet discourse, civil society still don't get to have an active role in this process in this basis.  They're under represented and emphasized yesterday during the start of the workshops, and in some instances they're not even represented in the spaces.  While women leaders are already actively taking on bigger roles in the global Internet Internet spaces they're still underrepresented and there is still a need to pursue further measures to advance women empowerment in the information society.  Gender exclusivity is an issue that has to be further strengthened and the voices of many marginalized should also be heard in these spaces. 

We organized this workshop because we want to put the centrality on Human Rights discussing this especially the region.  For today, what we want to do, to draw the current landscape of a struggle for the space or an Internet policy space incorporating a rights‑based approach and has the Asian perspective and we encourage and strengthen further cooperation between the different stakeholders in the region for these rights to be realized. 

For this session, we have invited seven experts from the region to help us put things in perspective and to give as you clear understanding of the issue at hand in the region.

Three of them will be joining us remotely.  Yeah.

What we're going to do, introduce first all of the participants and then we'll have the presentations one after the other.  After which we encourage participation of the audience, you may ask your questions, the plenary. 

So to my left is Dr. Anja Kovacs.  She directs the Internet democracy project in Delhi, India.  The project engages in research and advocacy on the promises and challenges that the Internet poses for democracy and social justice to India and beyond.  Her work focuses especially on questions regarding freedom of expression, cybersecurity and architecture of Internet governance.  She's currently a member of the investment committee of the digital defender partnership of the steering committee of best bids, a global network ‑‑ (no audio).

Then to the extreme ‑‑ to my extreme left wearing red is Nica Dumlao, the Internet Rights Coordinator for the Foundation of Media Alternatives and one of the lead conveners of the Filopine Internet Freedom Alliance, a coalition for organizations and individuals who are fighting for the protection and promotion of rights and freedoms in cyberspace. 

And then we have Naomi Fontanos, a transgender right activist and is executive director of the Gender and Development Advocates Filipinas, the transactivist organization fighting for the rights and equality of the transgender community in the Philippines and beyond.  

To her right is Noelle de Guzman, the regional program coordinator for the Internet Society Asia‑Pacific.

Joining us online, of course we have our friend Shahzad Ahmad, director of Bytes for all who campaign against Internet Censorship in Pakistan.

We also have Mr. Arthit Suriyawongkul, coordinator for the Thai Netizen, fighting for civil liberty and rights in Thailand.

We also have Salanieta Tamanikaiwaimaro who's the director of Pasifika Nexus. 

We'll start off with the presentation here of Anja. 

>> ANJA KOVACS: Thank you.  Good morning, everyone.

Rather than speaking specifically about the situation in India, Lisa had asked me to give a more ‑‑ some global introductory comments to the issue and there are four points I would like to make.

First of all, I want to emphasize that I think that women are very much there in Internet governance.  When you look around the room in meetings at least a third of the participants are women, sometimes even more.  I think when we face challenges still is very much in those women not necessarily being on stages.  Typically they do a lot of work behind the scenes but aren't necessarily asked to speak.  It also depends a bit on which stakeholder group you look at and global level for example in Civil Society I think there are several very strong, visible women, also for younger women, to make progress in that landscape there is a certain amount of Mentoring going on.

The big issue I really think is still that even if there are women present in the room, there is still very little space for gender issues on the Agenda.  I don't think it is just limited to gender issues though.  I think in general there is still very little space for social justice issues on the Agenda.

We see a certain amount of attention for Human Rights issues.  It is by and large still from very limited perspective.  I'll come back later to why I think that is so.

The second point I wanted to address was the question of how the human issue rights get on the Agenda of Internet governance.  They have kind of been there all along, at least ‑‑ there is always sub groups working on these kinds of issues, right?  There were two big moments I think that were really important in this debate.  The first one was the first world summit on the information society in 2003.  Initially the Agenda that the ITU had in mind for that meeting was developing Infrastructure.  There were activists from around the world that saw that Agenda and thought here is really an opportunity to push a broader Agenda around the digital divide.  What they organized around was the communication rights specifically rather than the Human Rights in general.  Many of those groups were from the global, many had a strong social justice Agenda and you will see Civil Society was organizing that, pushing that particular Agenda.  Interestingly though, already in the run up to that summit in 2003 and then especially on the run‑up to the 2005 summit in Tunis you see the larger Agenda starts to overtake the development Agenda of the world summit on the information society.  More and more extensions among countries about who should govern the Internet, what should the role of governments be in an organization like ICANN, et cetera, they started to take over the debate.  You see it is very rich Civil Society movement that really brought a different flavor to the debate.  This is really what happened after 2005.  In the context of the IGF for example there were groups working on Human Rights.  There was a dynamic coalition on rights and it was so difficult to get that topic as a main session on the Agenda.  The big turning point was really when in 2009 the U.N. special rapporteur on freedom of ex frogs was asked to participate on the panel on the main session of openness and privacy.  He doesn't mince words, in front of the governments he pushed the Human Rights Agenda in a way that I think few people in the IGF had had the courage to do until then.  Luckily after that he got support from the Swedish government to develop that work further, including true regional consultations, did several reports on the Internet related issues.  I think that really opened up the different space.  Also because as a special rapporteur he wasn't just speaking in the IGF, he has to report to a body, the Human Rights council which is an intergovernmental institution.  You saw that even in ICANN for example there had always been people that cared about Human Rights.  Suddenly I think it became much easier to address these issues in the wide forum.

The third point to address was the question of so why don't you see a stronger reflection of this in the region.  There may be all this wonderful talk about Human Rights globally but the laws in many countries when it comes to Internet and Human Rights are actually very regressive.  One issue definitely is the fact that there are ‑‑ as far as I know, no countries in our region with systematic spaces for multistakeholder engagement at a national level.  There is also very often little public awareness.  Neither do you have enough public pressure to set an Agenda, nor do you have a space that as experts you can directly engage with the government.  Then actually shifting the debate, setting a different Agenda becomes a difficult task.  What we as the Internet democracy project therefore do in India for example is we do research on various issues, for example, on women and online abuse and we do the research.  We always finish by having meeting was groups that we think are particularly affected by the issue.  What we tried to do is pull people in the debate who we think already has a stake but sometimes just feel too intimidated by all of the technical terms in the debate or the alphabet soup that Internet governance is.  That's one way of moving forward. 

I think when you look at the regional level, this is perhaps what I want to emphasize here, that one challenge we also face is that unlike most other regions we don't have one regional policy system that we can engage with.

At least now Human Rights is starting to be talked about, from the groups from those particular countries there is a space around which to organize.  This has been weak for some time.  It will be interesting to see if the current prime minister in India said that he wants to revitalize this.  We'll see if it becomes a new space.  By and large we don't have anything to unite this, we have only spaces to come together and talk.  I think that just make it is more difficult to really push an Agenda because what is your goal?  What are you working towards?  It feels more like a talk shop.  There are still spaces and I actually think ‑‑ my final point, how to move forward.  The Asia‑Pacific regional IGF could really emerge as a space where Human Rights activists can connect much more.  It hasn't so far.  I think that's quite obvious if you look at the sessions that are on the Agenda, there are some human right sessions, most have been proposed by local groups.  Part of the problem is we need the funding.  I think the core of the organizing committee of this meeting continues to be the technical community.  That broader connections that other groups haven't been made sufficiently.  It is also an issue of funding all those, it is difficult for Civil Society to travel and to find the money to do that.  This is something to keep in mind.  With the APrIGF we potentially have a space.  I think next year it is in the Philippines possibly, if that does happen, it is another country with a vibrant Civil Society.  I think part of it is also just really preparing.  So far we have had several regional meetings on the Internet and freedom of expression in particular, both Asia‑Pacific wide and South Asia meetings.  The networks never really come off the ground, again, because the purpose of what they exist for isn't clear enough in the absence of some unified policy space around which we can work.

I'll just stop here? 

>> Thank you, Anja.  You may have some questions for her, please park them first.  We have to hear from Nica first. 

>> NICA DUMLAO: Hello.  Good afternoon, everyone ‑‑ or morning.  Yeah.

I'll be talking about this situation in the Philippines.  I'll focus on what's happening in the Philippines in terms of rights, freedoms and the Internet.  In September, 2012 the cybercrime prevention act of 2012 was signed in to law in the Philippines.  This law threatens to curtail freedoms for those in cyberspace.  It was welcomed and soon was halted by the Supreme Court.  Just recently unfortunately the high court declared partial constitutionality of the law, Civil Society groups in the Philippines, they're against it.  They're calling for the complete repeal of it.  Instead of for setting the ground for recognition, affirmation, realization of the citizens Democratic rights on the Internet it begins immediately with expansion of state powers without their affirmation of protecting the rights of citizens.

Usually these cybercrime laws, these are a list of don'ts and not really a list of dos for the government.  Don't do this, don't do that.  It is not saying what you should do.  Right.

So laws like this is to prevent, combat crimes occurring in cyberspace.  However, cop tension, sweeping definitions in the laws, well they don't really protect freedoms and they actually tram bell the rights and freedoms of the citizens in this case, the Filopine ‑‑ the Filipinos.  The passage of the act, it is increasing violations and crimes committed and perpetrated on ICTs and is mindful of the effects and without clear understanding of the inherent nature and characteristic of ICTs.  We think that the government should focus on promoting rights first before criminalizing these things that they don't understand that's happening on the Internet.  In the Philippines, F civil society organizations, we commit to exhaust all avenues to make sure that Human Rights are upheld and not oppressed, aside from calling for the complete repeal we're pushing for a more ‑‑ for support for more legislations like we have the freedom initiative, it is a comprehensive legislation.  Most of the civil society are supporting their rights and responsibilities provision of the law.  Since ‑‑ it may counter the recently upheld cybercrime law in the Philippines.  I think that's what we all should do.  We all should push, advocate for upholding, the promotion and protecting of rights in cyberspace and local legislations to counter the initiative of government in passing laws that are restricting the freedoms of the citizens.  So this is actually one of the initiatives that we do and we try to connect with other organizations in the region because we know that we ‑‑ we actually experienced the same like on restrictions and freedoms, cybercrime law and actually in different countries now in the Asia‑Pacific that restricts freedoms of expression being used to ‑‑ it is being used against Human Rights defenders, those organizations who aren't critical of the government, these ‑‑ the cybercrime law is being used against them to guard them.

Right now we see that Congress has a good platform to mainstream the rights in the Philippines.  We see a disconnect between progressive discourse and Internet freedom and privacy and local and national discourse or regional discourse, for example.  I think ‑‑ we still have backwards view on rights and freedoms on the Internet.  As well as privacy. 

How many minutes more?  Can we go to my last slide, please?  Okay.  Yes.  The PowerPoint, can we go ‑‑ we have this campaign that we're watching campaign.  What we do, we ‑‑ if they're watching us, because this surveillance issue, it is a very big issue in the global sphere but I don't know if it is actually an issue in the Asia‑Pacific because we have much ‑‑ we have other issues like human right offenders, bloggers being jailed.  I think what we should also see is that we are also watching you, the government.  Our lawmakers, civil ‑‑ other stakeholders are trying to curtail the freedoms of the citizens online.  We actually demand these lawmakers that they should pass laws based on needs and rights of the peoples and not vested interests, private interests.  We should make sure as well that the Civil Society ‑‑ I mean to be capacitated and should not waiver until all our demands or until our Human Rights is fully protected and promoted.  If the governments are addicted to passing national laws that impede our rights on the Internet then millions of people's eyes will be staring back at them and demand that they do their job to serve the people's interests.  We have us and this platform, we actually demand that the Asia‑Pacific regional governance forum should be true to the bottom up approach.  That maybe we can have more support for national Internet governance forum so that people that can't afford to go to India, other countries where ‑‑ they can still have their voice and can still be heard in these types of forums.  Yeah.  Local legislation, not just in the Philippines but in hour countries should also be in sync or follow international Human Rights standards.  Yeah. 

Thank you. 

>> Thank you, Nica. 

>> Salanieta Tamanikaiwaimaro is to be our third speaker.  We're having still some difficulty contacting her. 

I'm not sure if Shahzad Ahmad is already online?  Shahzad Ahmad, are you there?  Excuse me, can we have Shahzad Ahmad instead since we cannot contact Salanieta Tamanikaiwaimaro if we have not contacted her yet?  

Thank you for sharing about the Philippines, the cybercrimes, with your organization with regards to that law. 

We seem to not have ‑‑ okay.  Shahzad Ahmad can hear us.

>> He's answering I can hear you.  He can hear himself but we can't hear him.  Okay.  Okay. 

>> He can hear us.  He says he can hear us. 

What's happening? 

>> Okay.  So we cannot get ‑‑ okay.  We're still trying to contact our remote speakers.  We'll proceed instead to the sharing to be given to us by Naomi Fontanos.

>> NAOMI FONTANOS: Good morning, everyone.  I prepared a PowerPoint.  I'm Naomi Fontanos, I'm executive director of gender and development advocates Filipinas that advocates around issues on sexuality gender and Human Rights.  My presentation this morning will focus on transgender equality in the time of the Internet and how the Internet brings power, pleasure and pain!  To rights‑based work.

Is my PowerPoint ready?  Okay.  First slide, please. 

>> It is a different one.  It is the next one.  Naomi Fontanos.  Naomi Fontanos.  There's one in the folder. 

>> NAOMI FONTANOS: It is the one called power, pleasure and pain.  Sorry for the technical difficulties.  It is the Asia‑Pacific Internet.  We need some governance work.

>> Thank you.  I would like to invite you to like us on Facebook.  We have a page there, we're also on Twitter but I forgot to put that in.  Next, please. 

So I'll talk about power first.  In march, 2013 right in time for the international transgender day of disability a day created to celebrate transgendered people transpeople and bring attention to the discrimination they face, this picture of this model Geena Rocero was pictured here, she was raised in the Philippines and migrated to the United States when 17 years old.  Next, please.  Through her talk at ted2013 she came out as a transgender woman and used it as a platform to launch gender proud and focus and awareness campaign that aims to advance the rights of all transgender individuals.  She's been hailed as an example of someone that's able to use the power of the Internet to put a spotlight on transgender discrimination and advance a social justice Agenda for transgendered people around the world.

Now I'll talk about pleasure.  Meanwhile, more than 8,000 miles away, the seed for gender proud was germinating and as Geena and team were planning her big coming out at TED2013 the cybercrime prevention act of 2012 was signed into law in the Philippines.  A condition of the law is making cybersex for financial gain illegal.  The law defines cybersex for financial gain as willful engagement, maintenance, control, operation, directly or indirectly of any exhibition of sexual organ or activity with an aid of a computer system for a favor or consideration.  In the aftermath of the law's passage many cybersex operators in the Philippines shut down including some of the websites that hosted them resulting in the loss of livelihood of many Filipinos engaged in the cybersex industry including hundreds of transgender Filipino women.  The Philippines has been a major player in cybersex services for some time now ever since the Broadband Infrastructure in the country was slightly fixed.  It actually remains as the lowest in the world and controlled by a duopoly.  Ironically enough, many transgender women in the Philippines are able to make a living this way.  Many of them engage in cybersex work because of poverty and they're marketed online as shemale, trannie web camper formers ‑‑ web cam performers.

>> Now pain, the world shemale and tranny are associated with pornography and sex work, they're considered slurs or negative words by many transgendereds because of the roots in drag queen culture they're finding currency among a certain amount of countries like Australia, Canada, New Zealand, United States.  Recently the debate over the use of the terms has turned into an Internet fire storm.  There have been angry, fiery, extremely painful exchanges among American transact visits particularly over this words after the world famous drag performer Rupaul used them on drag race.  It is carried out how in blogs, Facebook, community forums and Twitter where transpeople lash out at each other.  Meanwhile, many fear that the debate is taking people's attention away from life and death issues that many transgender people face such as extreme poverty, high unemployment rate, high suicide rate and rampant discrimination in society.  Next, please. 

What all of these show is that development of discourses on sexuality, gender, Human Rights is even around the world, this is an arena where there is an evenness finding expression.  As such, it is both a push and a pull for human right activism in the Asia‑Pacific and beyond and it is an extension of advocacy.  Clearly Human Rights advocates are lucky to be living in the Internet age which has sped up information sharing, made online campaigning possible and created spaces for advocates to thrive in and find and create online communities.  I predict in coming years that the Internet will continue to bring power, pleasure and pain to right‑based work or impact on our power, pleasure and pain as people and advocates and so it must be kept free in the pure rest sense of the word, unburden burdened by greed and government and otherwise it will exacerbate the inequality off line.  Thank you very much. 

>> Thank you for giving us that speech and the new definition of PPP, yesterday we talked about public, private partnerships, now it also stands for power, pleasure and pain.  This is a sexy discussion we're having.  See, aren't you happy to be here in this workshop!  Okay.  Can we now have one of our remote participants? 

>> Better to connect her via Skype.  Can you do it perhaps?  She's been trying to contact me.  She said it is better to contact her on Skype. 

Okay.  This is the time to think about the questions that you will be asking our speakers while we're waiting for our remote participants.  Shahzad Ahmad says he can hear us well.  We can't hear him. 

Rather than wait, perhaps we can ‑‑ yeah.  You're still taking ‑‑ yeah.  We're sorry for the delay.  We're still trying to contact one of our remote speakers.  Can we have Shahzad Ahmad instead?  So who do we have there? 

Can you hear Shahzad Ahmad at the back? 

>> We'll just use the microphone for now. 

Can you talk again? 

>> SHAHZAD AHMAD: Yes.  Can you hear me?  Can you hear me?

>> Okay.  Yes. 

>> SHAHZAD AHMAD: Okay.  Thank you for all the effort.  Working with technology, we'll finally get it.  I'm still there, not in person, but we can still have a good discussion.

So I'm Shahzad Ahmad, I work with Bytes for all.  We have an award‑winning campaign, I'm sure our colleagues also know.  What we have been doing for the past three, four years is research to build evidence and then that evidence can lead to policy, bureaucracy, policy change, capacity building as well.  In the recent past, what I have here, we have seen some really alarming trends among how for example speech, online violence is dominated not only towards women but also sexual minorities and other minorities and for that purpose we have recently conducted this research that's available online, on our website as well.  It shows the trends, of what's happening.  We have connected in a few places for these as well.  Looking at how we're going to look at online spaces, we have come to know the using of private information, damaging on character assassination, manipulating possibly pictures, that again in a society like Pakistan, in that society, then using those pictures and it is inciting violence, physical ones, then we have the impersonation, then causing the psychological, emotional, social damage particularly the women who are working and they face this a lot from their coworkers as well or with people within their vicinity.  These are all basically issues and I can say that there is a growing realization about the capacity of the challenge on the issue.  Not much is being done in terms of remedies, in terms of redressel.  If you look at the government illustration particularly, Pakistan, some of the cases, they were finally ‑‑ there were days when the police, I mean, when the public, they won't get any real gestures on that.  I mean, the violators, the person who has suffered may not get justice unfortunately.  Then on the other side governments particularly in Pakistan we're seeing that they are kind of legalizing surveillance and they're not providing any legal protections for anyone for that matter.  It is not only women, the gender, we have seen quite a few laws that are popping up overnight.  I would mention an act recently, a protection act by the way, we're using this public interest litigation to challenge these laws and the code on this issue.

Something we're seeing in the country, that's also in the court, and using the legal systems, trying to use the legal systems to get remedied.  Having said that, focus laws are ‑‑ I mean, they actually asked me to use this forum so that you could choose the Asia‑Pacific APrIGF as a forum and other similar regional forums to brainstorm and to try to work with different stakeholders in the region to come up with some best practices or best elements of laws in there and come up with something which is more useful for people in the larger region.  Maybe somewhere else it is happening but not at this scale.  I think this is a forum to get together and probably to initiate something that we learn from each other on the activists particularly and looking at our own legalities and issues and we will still come up with basic principles that will lead them to better legislation that can help in the support of people using with cyber space for their social and economic well‑being.  Otherwise, online violence, all of those different issues, they're in cyberspace and this is a dimension to violence that ‑‑ hello? 

>> Hello.  Yes, he's on.

>> SHAHZAD AHMAD: I was just finishing.  In this regard I will again mention the campaign, not only time to raise awareness of the issues, not only in Pakistan but as well in the region, there are several partners working on it.  We're also doing a lot of research to get evidence for the forthcoming cybercrime law, we'll be working with local legislatures and parliamentarians on it as well and we have security trainings on this also.  This is something ‑‑ this is some of the supportive measures that we can take and we can ‑‑ you know, support each of those works in the region through different skill sets that we have in research and capacity building, for example, digital security, in campaigning, and then working together to only be strong and we can do much more and better.

Thank you. 

>> Okay.  Thank you very much.  Thank you for sharing the landscape in Pakistan.  May we now have Salanieta Tamanikaiwaimaro?  Can you hear us? 

>> SALANIETA TAMANIKAIWAIMARO: Hello, everyone!  Hi! 

>> Go ahead with your presentation. 

>> SALANIETA TAMANIKAIWAIMARO: Thank you very much.  Thank you.  Apologies for that technical difficulty. 

(Audio issues).

>> Can we have her presentation?  We have a PowerPoint presentation of Sala. 

>> SALANIETA TAMANIKAIWAIMARO: Can you see it?  Yes.  Thank you. 

My focus on the presentation today is gender on Internet governance. 

I'm going to attempt to turn my video off so that ‑‑ I'll just turn the video off so that you can keep the quality of the voice better. 

Can you hear me?

>> We can hear you.  Just a moment.  We're still trying to put up your presentation. 

>> SALANIETA TAMANIKAIWAIMARO: While we're waiting for the presentation to come up on the screen, I'll quickly introduce myself.

(Audio issues)  We have had in 2012, we had a symposium of women, bringing together women in the industry to basically have a safe place and a says space to talk about some of the issues.

It wasn't until 2014, this year, when we recently had a girls and women celebrations, where we decided to formally launch what we call a digital alliance for Pacific women and the physical website PacificwomenforICT and you can watch that video, which has that presentation.  So very quickly, I'm just going to go into just a few things in terms of the digital by gender perspective.  Globally it has been said it is 2 million for employment for women.  In 2001 Korea had an access rate for women at 22.1% and access rate for men was 28.2%.  The Pacific does not have gender indicators for ICT.  This is one of the regions where we set up the digital alliance to sort of encourage the Agenda‑related discussions in terms of the identification of metrics which are more gender inclusive.  Another thing I wanted to very quickly touch on is just by way of introduction to the talk I'm giving this morning.  That which is required to be a critical aspect of policy development, now as most of us in Asia‑Pacific know, the development throughout the Asia‑Pacific region, the level of the message, one of my observations is that it needs to be a strengthened perspective on policy development.  One way that we can stop doing this is through having things like gender sensitive training to bring this about and same time there is a need for gender equity.  What do I mean when I say gender equity?  Should it not have already been covered by something previous, indeed it wasn't.  Gender equity in terms of policy development is being the capacity to be inclusive to include both men and women and there's also a need for indicators.  If we look at the current indicators collected, you have indicators like Internet penetration rate, which is a simple 20%, what it would mean, for every 100 people, how many people within the 100 people are on the Internet.  That's what we mean by Internet penetration rate.  If they say the penetration rate, of every 100 people, how many people are accessing the telephones?

Now before I take the matrix that already exists within the ITU we have household penetration right on mobile but rarely will you see the gender‑sensitive matrix.  The closest, the gender matrix would be the household penetration.  That just covers households. 

Why do we need to have these matrix?  We know that we have global communities and in Southeast Asia and the Pacific, a lot of vulnerable communities include women and children.  It has been said that about 450 million people, the 450 million, within the 4.7 billion people within the Asia‑Pacific live on just $1 a day.  You can imagine what being vulnerable means in access, being able to afford access to the Internet, being able to afford the access to telephone, being able to have the access towards the mobile Broadband.  It is critical that there be gender analysis in the policy development, that there is a need for policy developers to be gender inclusive particularly in terms of anything related to Internet governance.  If you have my present picture up, I would like you to go to the fifth slide.  The fifth slide shows a picture of a woman from the Pacific and it talks about gender equality.  I would really commend the team for generating that panel to generate this discussion that needs to take place within the Internet governance forums, particularly in the subregion Asia‑Pacific.

As you see, the women in the picture, we don't necessarily see a technical person.  You can see all kinds of things around her from law, arts, environment, engineering, technology, trade, health.  We know that when a tsunami hit Indonesia, when the tsunami hit Japan, there were thousands of vulnerable communities, many of woman were men and women and children who were victims.  So ICT is an important part, a core part of access, not just a survival during a natural disaster as we have seen in the typhoon that hit directly but just in terms of access to education.  Access to health.  Better ability to provide just a better quality of life.  And gender equality, it is an important component in that policy discussion.

With that, I would like to conclude by saying that despite the Internet governance forum goes, gender equality should be included, enhanced, woven in the framework of the core government issues, at the end of the day it is about access to all.  With that, I would like to conclude by thanking you.  Thank you.  Thank you for giving me the opportunity to participate. 

>> Thank you very much.  Thank you.  Perhaps we'll get back to you later if there are questions.  I don't know if we can contact Art ‑‑ if he's there now ‑‑ before we have the presentation of Art perhaps we can have Noelle. 

>> NOELLE DE GUZMAN: Good noon, everyone.  I'll try to keep this very brief.  I realize you have only a few minutes left and we have a speaker still to go.

My presentation will be focusing on the Internet society's efforts to encourage gender inclusivity, specifically within the projects in Asia‑Pacific, focusing in particular the wireless for communities which is being implemented in South Asia.  There are gray booklets around, feel free to take one.  There are several on each table and this would give you a more in-depth view of what the wireless for communities is.  Please take one of the booklets.  In 2010 the Internet society started developing a project based on the premise that wireless networks can be more cost effective way of extending connectivity to underserved areas, remote areas, rural areas where many disadvantaged communities reside.  These are areas that are not deemed, not deemed economic royally viable by private sectors, telecommunication firms, ICTs, they're quite underserved.  What's special about this project, it is community based.  We don't just go in there and give them computers or go in there and, you know, install and have the matrix and leave.  This is a project where communities are equipped with the proper skills and tools to be able to design, to deploy and to manage their own networks.  We think that's a more sustainable model and it has thus far proven to be one. 

Where is it implemented?  At the moment it is already being carried out across India and in eight locations across India.  We have started to roll it out in Bangladesh and there are plans to expand it further to Southeast Asia, specifically Indonesia and others perhaps next year.  We have in India and South Asia we have a wonderful local partner, the digital empowerment foundation who helps us carry it out.  There are three components to the project.  One is the training of trainers.  This is ‑‑ this is training the local community to not only design and run their own networks, but also equipping them with skills to train the next batch of engineers, of barefoot engineers that will be able to run, manage the networks after them.  The next component would be the actual deployment of the networks, we talked about the expanding, the expanding access to the present locations and also looking for new locations.  At the same time also equipping community members not only now that they have access but equipping them with tools and skills of what they can actually do with that access.  This includes workshops on creating local content, you know, using services, creating services, marketing goods on the Internet.  One facet, an important facet of this, of the third component is the phase four of the wireless for community’s project which is the wireless women for Entrepreneurship and empowerment.  This is being carried out this year ‑‑ sorry, this year.  It started towards women entrepreneurs, existing and aspiring entrepreneurs.  The goal mainly is to promote Internet based social enterprises.  It is not just women that benefit from it but the advantages are multiplied, the community also gets the benefit from it.  These are alternative sources of livelihood using ICT tools.  What it is, it is that small batches of women, 10 to 15 women per batch are selected based on their interests, of them expressing interest to participate in existing locations of the wireless for communities.  These workshops equip them with basic tools, you know, familiarizing themselves with use of a mouse, a keyboard, but also basic accounting skills, how to use a spreadsheet for instance.  Data input, things like that.  This has been implemented in three locations so far and so far we have had participants ranging from 18 to about 40 years old.  That's kind of ‑‑ well, anyone who's ‑‑ who wants to participate and who can participate and who is interested in setting up ‑‑ well, benefiting from the Internet mainly.  So far, this ‑‑ it has been quite interesting.  We have learned that the participants, these women, they do want to utilize the Internet in a variety of ways.  Some of them want to put out their own cyber cafes, some of them want to set up a shop wherein they offer online services such as online booking for instance, some want to put up their own design centers to preserve your traditional skills such as embroidery, some of them wanted for other purposes like some of them want to be able to access online courses, for instance, some want to be able to do online banking.  Some of them want to use Facebook to help them, you know, market their goods.  What this does is that what the project does, it is that it increases the opportunity for women to be exposed to ICT tools especially if you're in a low‑income community and you don't have ‑‑ you know, you don't have smartphones at home, computers at home, there are limited opportunities to encounter the ICT tools, to encounter the Internet, many of us would, you know, alternative places where we encountered the Internet would be at schools, in offices.  If you're not employed, if you're not going to school, then there would be even less chances for you to be able to use that.  That's what we're trying to do.  In doing so, we're hoping to build confidence, women's confidence in using ICTs.  We're hoping for them to more fully engage with online tools, to be using the Internet, to explore what it actually does, what it can do for them and hopefully for them to be able to use it for their own needs.  At the same time, it also we're hoping that it ‑‑ that it would help them explore their opportunities not only alternative sources of income, of livelihood but also of education and at the same time help them develop entrepreneurial skills.  There's ‑‑ we have learned this as well in the recent global survey that the Internet society did is that there are people who remain disinterested in the Internet despite having access to it and a factor, a contributing factor to that is that they actually just mainly look awareness of what the Internet's benefits are.  The last one is that we would like to promote women as change makers, as role models in their community, content creators.  It can be as simple as women ‑‑ if the woman manage as cyber cafe, if a woman manages an Internet cafe then it might be less intimidating for other women to go through that Internet cafe and use it so that's one of the effects that can happen.

Should I stop?  I will stop now.  Maybe you can ask me later. 

>> Thank you for giving us the concrete example of how the ICT can be used for women empowerment. 

We have our last speaker, Art from the Thai Netizen network.  Can you hear us? 

>> I can hear you.

>> We can't hear you. 

>> ARTHIT SURIYAWONGKUL: (Audio issues).

>> Wait.  I think Sal ‑‑ Sala?  Are you there?  There is a feedback.  Maybe you can just turn off the live streaming first. 

Switch off the microphones since you're not speaking.  Okay.  Great. 

Art, can you try again?

>> ARTHIT SURIYAWONGKUL: Sure.  Okay.  I had got a lot of questions from colleagues in a variety of circles and people that are (audio issues).

You see this will last longer, the impact and emphasis on that.  (indicernable).

(Audio issues).

So there is an order, saying that the ISP order is (indicernable)  (Audio very bad).

(Arthit Suriyawongkul speaking).

>> Art, perhaps you can wrap up your presentation?  Arthit Suriyawongkul sorry, please?

>> Art, you have only a minute.  If you can wrap it up so that we can have questions. 

>> ARTHIT SURIYAWONGKUL: (indicernable) the website, it is blocked.  This is a very interesting part.  (indicernable).

>> Art, you have to wrap it up.  Sorry to ‑‑ 

>> ARTHIT SURIYAWONGKUL: (indicernable).

>> Art ‑‑ 

>> ARTHIT SURIYAWONGKUL: (indicernable).

>> Art, perhaps ‑‑ yeah.  Yes.  Perhaps you can just ask the audience if they have questions.  Yes. 

We started the session, the workshop session a few minutes late.  Perhaps ‑‑ I think we still have time for a few questions. 

Any reaction comment from the panel?  Yes, please, state your name, your organization, where you're from, direct the question to whoever you want to respond to your question.

Is there a microphone? 

>> Hello. 

(indicernable)  I don't have any questions, I would just like to thank you all, ladies, thank you for your influence to do something that protects all who are affected by the technologies.  We have been sad to see the manipulation context (indicernable) as well as all of the organizations through the Internet.  (indicernable)  Sitting in this session, I have learned lots of things that you have been working on.  I think I can contribute something to my country.  I don't have questions.  I just would like to thank you for the work that you do.  I definitely will do some justice for those that have been dominated by this.  Thank you.

>> Thank you very much. 

Any other comment, question from the group?  Come on, don't be shy!  You can ask questions. 

Okay.  If there are no questions, perhaps we can ask the speakers here for their last words, perhaps recommendations. 

Art, perhaps you can ‑‑ you have the last words, a few words, Art? 

>> ARTHIT SURIYAWONGKUL: (indicernable).

>> Go ahead, Art. 

>> ARTHIT SURIYAWONGKUL: (indicernable).

>> Thank you. 

Sala, you have last words? 

>> SALANIETA TAMANIKAIWAIMARO: Thank you.  Just very quickly, I would say that we really need to collaborate and work together.  We'll need to do this also by building relationships not only with each other but also with our male friends who (indicernable) like Art, within ICANN, I can have this women in DNS and women Asia‑Pacific can come up with some type of network.  This would be a good place to start, an informal group of some sort.  An informal network so that when we get together, we can have an organized breakfast, a dinner, discussions and let things go from there.  Those are my last words.

Thank you. 

>> Thank you, Sala. 

Do we still have Shahzad Ahmad?  We don't have Shahzad Ahmad.  Perhaps Anja.  We'll hear from you.

>> ANJA KOVACS: We have covered a range.  There is 1,000 things people could say.

I would like to commend, the presentation was ended, it was important if we want to keep the spaces for empowerment on the Internet alive, we have to have an Internet that's free from corporate and government control.  I think in a lot of our conversations because it is an issue in Asia‑Pacific we end up focusing on government control.  Actually the corporate control of the Internet is an equally big problem.  I think in a region where we still have ‑‑ I mean definitely speaking from the perspective of India such massive inequalities in society, people that are so, so deeply poor, the impact of commercialization, it is much, much stronger on divergent groups than it is often of elsewhere.  The Human Rights impacts of commercialization, the corporatization, we're in well placed to examine that.  I think when we have those discussions we'll be talking about in the future of how we take this forward, we need to actually also focus on that much more.  Our governments are not the only problem. 

>> Noelle? 

>> NOELLE DE GUZMAN: A few things from me.

The first is that it has been recognized that the challenges that we will face in connecting the next billion of people who are more marginalize the, more disadvantaged, they have less access to the tools that we have at our disposal.  The challenge that we will encounter, fundamentally, it will be different from the challenges that you have encountered in connecting the first billion.  So the strategies that we have now for expanding access, expanding the connectivity further should be able to start also taking into account and start addressing gender specific challenges.  This can be something as simple as, you know, breaking barriers, breaking ideas like the Internet is not appropriate for girls because they're girls, women.  The second thing is that we all know that the Internet is an enabler of rights, enabler of freedoms.  For women this can have transformative benefits, not only allows them to increase to access services, access information, but also for as simple as social networking for instance, it allows them to expand and connect, to link with people outside of the communities to see beyond their current situation.  Fast boosting their sense of empowerment, connection with the outside world and also in the process expanding more opportunities for them to participate in civic life, in social life, in the political affairs of the country.  Economic affairs.  This includes discussions on Internet governance.  Yes.  That's all for me.  Thanks. 

>> Yes.  Naomi. 

>> NAOMI FONTANOS: After this project was reviewed I think we can all agree that regulation of the Internet will continue and gender and sexuality of the Internet will be policed by governments, by people, by state and non‑state factors and it is implemented in the global politics where the U.S. is ‑‑ the U.S. at the at the heart of issues of espionage, foreign policy, I believe that in many countries in Asia and the Pacific will have more laws that will be about the Internet and will silence minorities and voices.  Women should take the Internet arena for activism very seriously and in the Philippines and around the world there is a campaign that encourages women to take back the tech.  Not only to make the Internet safe for women and girls but also to fight gender, oppression based gender and sexuality and other kinds of oppressions such as economic, social, spiritual.

Thank you. 

>> Nica. 

>> NICA DUMLAO: Yes.  There are many challenges and issues facing us as we connect the next billion or 2 billion to come.  If we are an equitable Internet, want that, we have to make that everybody will be inclusive, that will include women and everybody, those whose voices are not being heard.  It is everybody's role to have the Internet be more equitable, it is not just the role of the women to include themselves but the men are also partners of the women on these efforts.

With that, we would like to thank everybody for participating in this workshop.

Thank you very much for supporting the women. 

>> Thank you. 

>> By the way, lunch is ‑‑ will be served in the other building.  There are directions to get there.  It is not being served here but in the other building. 

>> Yes. 

>> Thank you. 

We're having a group picture if maybe you want to join us here. 

*** 

This text is being provided in a rough‑draft Format.  Communication Access Realtime Translation (CART) or captioning are provided in order to facilitate communication accessibility and may not be a totally verbatim record of the proceedings.

*** 

