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>> VIMMI CHOUDHARY: Good morning to all of you!  A very warm welcome!  Thank you to all of the people joining us this morning.  We apologize for the slight delay.  There will be another I think five minutes and we'll be good to start.  

Meanwhile, let me take the opportunity of welcoming all of you on behalf of the organizers, requesting you to kindly take your seats and to keep your mobile phones on the silent mode.

Also, this is a wi‑fi enabled hall.  The name is PIE and the password is event2014.  You're requested not to log into the Adobe Connect.  We have limited connections.  A request for that.  

We were watching on the screens, we can have the screens on, in fact, what we were showing, this is just glimpses of what we started and yesterday we had the Youth Internet Forum, it was inaugurated.  The glimpses you saw on the screen, they were towards that.  We have been joined throughout these last few days by the policymakers, we have, in fact, all stakeholders addressing yesterday as we started with the Youth Internet Governance forum which was inviting the views of the youth, their opinions, recommendations to the growth, evolution of Internet and today we're going to be once again exploring it further with the leaders of the industry.  So requesting all of you to kindly take your seats and also we'll just wait a minute, wait 2, 3 more minutes.  Then we shall start with the session.

Meanwhile, we can have the video on.  

As we're showing you the glimpses, let me tell you that you're in an extension of Delhi, they're in this region, NCR town region of Delhi.  The way you travel, that's a wi‑fi enabled zone.  You have various IT companies, embassies on either side.  A lot of residential property also.  Right now you're there in Crown Plaza.  This is a five‑star property in this place.  We started, as I mentioned, we started with the South Asia network operators group, forum.  This is still on, the nine day extravaganza with tutorials, two days of conference.  We have had that. 

That's an address, various tutorials and the sessions. 

>> VIMMI CHOUDHARY: Ladies and gentlemen, let me once again extend hardy greetings to all of you and welcome you all on behalf of the Internet servicer provider of India and on behalf of the Internet exchange of India.  As you saw in the glimpses yesterday we had the Youth Internet Governance forum.  Just taking a leap from that, in fact, all of us also agree that the future growth will now be happening from the Asia‑Pacific region.  This region is going to be immensely contributing towards the global economy.

In fact, the aging, developed world has already started to look towards the more vibrant, young Asia‑Pacific for knowledge and also for talent.  That's where everybody also believes that Internet is one of the most potential tool for making this region a knowledge hub and a talent pool for the work.

As we're talking the growth, evolution of the Internet in this region, this is ‑‑ this forum is timed well, it is at the most opportune time.  It has a lot of significance and at the same time a big responsibility.  Towards that, we invite all of your present collective view, knowledge, experience towards making Internet and moving it to making it more equal and more Equinet, an Internet creating equal societies, societies that are just society for Internet reaching out to each and every people.  There is no digital divide and Internet which invites equitable decisions.  All the stakeholders, the users, potential, future users also have a say in building the architecture, the Internet is more representative, multistakeholder and at the same time it is more Democratic.

Then it is for all, so where we're talking about transparency, accountability in all of this, it has to be ensuring the security of our data, of our Infrastructure.  It has to be safeguarding identity.  There are four basic key points or drivers we'll be addressing and talking on in this forum enabling access, cuter security, domain name service, Internet, Human Rights and the future of Internet equal system.  As we talk about this open, multistakeholder approach, the organizations to share their views, we have the stakeholders across the value change, legal experts, the regional and national leaders of the Internet community who are going to be addressing us all.  Please join me, ladies and gentlemen, as I first invite here on the day, Rajesh Charia, and I would like to request Govind.  Inviting the cohost of this forum, Dr. Govind, CEO of NIXI. 

Now inviting Mr. Paul Wilson, share, stakeholder group and director general of APNIC.

>> Mr. Rajesh Charia.  Inviting Mr. Rajnesh Singh, regional director of the Asia‑Pacific Regional Bureau, ISOC. 

Mr. Philip Grabeneese, senior lawyer of SHSG Co. Germany. 

And Mr. Yu‑Chuang Kuek, Asia‑Pacific hub.  As you see, the host of this forum, we have two dynamic personalities that have contributed to the growth of Internet in India.  Mr. Rajesh Charia, the president, he's been the voice of the service providers here in the country.  He has been interacting with the government, with other stakeholders towards making Internet more affordable and reaching out to maximum people so that the government services which are more towards driving the inclusive growth in this country, they're on this E‑highway.  Along forums like this he's been representing the service providers on a global platform also in the global community.

That is where Dr. Govind, the senior scientist, he brings in a lot of science, technology, policies in making this Internet more seamless, good quality and at the same time of high‑speed. 

At the outset we would like to hear both of them.  First I would like to request and invite Mr. Rajesh Charia, the president for his welcome address and also his opening remarks. 

>> RAJESH CHHARIA: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen and especially our young Internet users.  Good morning on the dais, Dr. Govind, Mr. Paul Wilson, Rajnesh Singh, Ajay Kumar, Mr. Phillip.

Five decades ago there was an invention in a very small room, and we have never thought that that revolution, that invention would lead to an evolution.  That is the Internet.

It has changed our life, our thought, our speed of communication.  All the governments after the invention of this Internet are making the rules as their own convenience as for their culture, as for their society.  That rules can be acceptable to one part of the world, but it is not sure it will be acceptable to the other part of the world.  The reason is, as I told the culture and the thought process.

The youth, the key stakeholder, and I will ‑‑ one of the key stakeholders, major stakeholders for the real Internet users to come forward now and have to bring another revolution into this mode of communication for setting the rules of the game.

India by 2020 targeting 600 million Broadband connections.  By 2020 as per the population system, what we're finding around 62% of the total population will be youth.  Means by 2020 we'll find a new India, a very young initiative India.  I can assure that the next billion will come from India and surrounding country, including Asia‑Pacific country.

The withhold world is looking towards us and at that time it is our responsibility how to fulfill the objective and how to move forward so that we should create our own rules which should be acceptable to the whole world.

APrIGF is the platform, along with the Youth Internet Governance forum to delegate about Internet governance.  I say it is not governance but a cooperation between the countries and between the Internet users because we're very much mature when the Internet users are using their Internet what I'm find something that their the mature users and they'll use this Infrastructure, telecommunication media in a better way.  The youth should come forward, understand, discuss, deliberate about the policy.

Social media is a very ‑‑ you can see the application on Internet.  Only social media is not Internet.  Internet is beyond social media.  Few decades back when the communication started we first see this.  At this time we were not knowing that the mobile, Chad, SMS, others, the complete Infrastructure, similarly to the Internet starting at the very simple browsing, chat, now the social media.  Lots of new applications are going to come.  We're finding on the media a lot of valuation, investment, flip card, Amazon, threes are simple, real examples in front of us.  Everybody is getting viewed in a higher, higher amount.  It means that Internet is a very real communication that will take over everything on to the world. 

I will request all the youth, especially the youth who are sitting in front of me, including the youth who has come as a fellow and the youth from India, who have come from the different colleges, I appeal to you, please, don't follow the rules which is going on.  Just analyze, discuss into this forum about the new rules, what you want, what is your expectation from the Internet.  That you can deliberate or hear, immediately after one month of this even we're finding the APrIGF and united nation umbrella will gather in turkey.  Your voice will be going over there, your voice can be considered by the other part of the world also. 

I hope this conference will bring more and more points for deliberation which our committee will take forward.  I, on behalf of APrIGF and NIXI welcome all the Delegates to this conference and hope your stay will not only be educative, awareness, and entertaining too.

Have a pleasant, fast, smooth surfing during this stay.  Thank you. 

[Applause] 

>> VIMMI CHOUDHARY: Thank you, Rajesh Charia.  As Rajesh Charia mentioned, we have a billion more youth now that will be joining the Internet.  This is a generation which looks forward to more speed, more content.  They're looking for quality, a seamless flow from data, they're not bothered about what the technology is behind this but ensuring that this technology which is going to be driving this driver of data on the e highways is Dr. Govind, CEO of NIXI.  We're inviting his views now.  Inviting Dr. Govind.

>> DR. GOVIND: A very good morning, honorable guests, APrIGF, Mr. Paul Wilson, Mr. Rajnesh Singh, regional director of the Asia‑Pacific Regional Bureau, Mr. Philip Grabeneese, senior lawyer, SHSG Co. Germany, Mr. Ajay Kumar, Mr. Yu‑Chuang Kuek.

Ladies and gentlemen, colleagues, friends, it is with great pleasure that I welcome you all to this forum of Asia‑Pacific regional Internet governance 2014 in India.  It is the first time that India is hosting that regional event.  The work and collaborations that is taking place in this venue are extremely important to all are committed to the open, thriving and accessible Internet.  I'm stating the obvious when I say that Internet is a particular element of the infrastructure of the knowledge society.  The Internet is the most transformative innovation of present time and has turned out to be one of the biggest forces of progress in the history of mankind.  Furthermore, what is interesting is that evolution of Internet is largely organic.  The free and open nature of Internet along with minimal formal regulation has been the primary reasons that attracted enterprise and innovation.  As Internet governance issues are emerging, areas of conflict are emerging, liberties versus national security and this is the new spaces where social, political and others are to be resolved in the 21st Century.  The nature of the Internet technology and governance is undergoing a transformative change.  The control of policy public issues are transforming from traditional domains to private management and global multistakeholder institutions.  The nature of public policy issues are such that need to be resolved ‑‑ this will call for collaboration and consensual discussion with all relevant stakeholders.  The APrIGF has shown us the power of the multistakeholder and other such meetings around the world.

In this context I'm glad that there is now an India chapter of APrIGF which will be heard as a summit this year.  The collaboration model in writing, researchers, business community, Civil Society, government, which is transparent government based on multistakeholder enrollment.  We have 3 billion connected, 4 billion more will come online.  Those yet to be connected will create both new opportunities and challenges for the Internet. 

The majority of the growth will come from the non‑english speaking world, China, India, Russia, Brazil, Africa.  The future Internet will be more multi‑lingual with domain names based on the local characters and scripts.  The new Internet users will have different Cultural backgrounds as well as societal views and values.  This will influence the global policy debate and policy making.

There will be technology challenges which will have huge growth in scale and growing prevalence of mobility.  India is the third largest user of the Internet and the number of users are growing.  Most important player in the IT economy, E governance initiative, transactions, establishment of national fiber optic network, rollout of 3G, 4G, an option and other things, India's largest IT talent pole all will contribute to the equal system and the policy space.

As we all know, the Internet's impact as a contributor to the world economy is staggering.  Importantly, developing countries and emerging economies are all at the forefront of this Internet growth with many experiencing some of the fastest GDP growth in the world.  As more Internet users come online, the center of the Internet will shift increasingly towards the developing world.  This will influence the future of the global Internet, these new users are rapidly developing innovations, efficiencies and opportunities which will help fill the next growth, investment, prosperity.  Globally changing, transformations, it will go on in Internet.  In our transition, process has begun, accountability and processes.  While the Internet governance elements of today have served it well over the past years, the proof point is the Internet itself and undeniable economic and social benefits.  These are the challenges and forces at play that have the potential to undermine the Internet's benefit for the billions of people still to come online fully. 

Let us look at just a few of these as there is a lot of work we need to do together.  For instance, big data, which effects the digital identity, increasingly third parties are more likely to rely on the low assurance data from many to establish a reliable idea of who we are, some of which as the data subject may not even know but sources have.  Taking this as a step further, of our privacy and these liberties, they can be significantly affected by influences about its data, about others.  Localization of data is also talked about and the world is grappling with the consequences.  Privacy, trust, identity, they are the social constants, and are such highly ‑‑ are highly context wall.  That makes them difficult problems to solve.  The challenge for all of us is to work collaboratively to develop the technical, legal, regulatory, and Cultural framework so that our online economy can flourish.  We need to do this without sacrificing our legitimate, healthy expectations of privacy and self-determination.  The APrIGF can be a good forum for a variety of discussions on these issues and collaboration and mutual cooperation is essential to ensure the continuation of the Internet as an engine for unprecedented innovation, human empowerment, social development and economic growth.

I thank you for the opportunity to address you today.  Good‑bye.  Good day. 

>> VIMMI CHOUDHARY: Thank you, sir.  Dr. Govind mentioned that the Internet is moving into a new phase of growth and there is challenges which need to be addressed.  Technology, Infrastructure, they may enter into the social mobility analytics and cloud computing, robotics, there is big data and challenge towards privacy and security and a big challenge also towards the Internet governance making it more now decentralized and multistakeholder.  Ensuring that ladies and gentlemen is the multistakeholder sharing group of APrIGF and we have the chair of that group, Mr. Paul Wilson who's also the director general of APNIC.  I would like to request him, invite him to address us all. 

>> Thank you very much.  This is the 5th APrIGF for the regional area.  I'm proud to be here.  Proud to be sitting here on this stage with such an esteemed group of gentlemen, all gentlemen I'm afraid.  I think you know them, their accomplishments very well.  It is really a pleasure to be here.

The APrIGF I think has become an important movement.  It is a place where the broadest range of Internet issues can be discussed by the broadest range of people and organizations and governments effected by those issues.  It has actually begun or started as a global movement starting with the U.N.'s decision to adopt the IGF back in 2006.  We're coming up now to ten years of the IGF and the fifth year of the Asia‑Pacific IGF.  People ask me actually how long the IGF will continue as though ten years may be enough already.  It is not enough.  Internet governance is going to be a challenge for us all for as long as the Internet keeps growing and changing.  I don't think anyone here can see the end of that particular process.  Indeed, the meeting that happened earlier this year confirmed this and called for the IGF to continue and to be strengthened.

I come from APNIC and the technical community.  For me an important thing about IGF is to make a critical bridge between the technology of the Internet, which is really understood by quite a small number of people and its application in society, which involves these days half of the world's population so there are key technical issues about the Internet that created and allowed the government to grow.  I think the most important thing is to understand and to recognize them, to recognize what it is that's made the Internet work and work so successfully.

Also though, there are a set of major societal issues.  There is privacy, online commerce, crime, content regulation.  These have also become hugely important.  In every case some relationship between these issues and the technology of the Internet and we sort of take the Internet for granted including some of the key components which I have mentioned make the Internet the Internet.  It is really important I think for these things to be understood and to be sustained while we actually address the issues that are coming up and that will keep coming up in the Internet governance environment.  People in the technical community often ask me what the IGF is all about and how it is relevant.  I tell them it is a place where we think we as technologists can be useful in advancing the Internet, the security and sustainability of the Internet.  It is a place where we can find friends and allies for that common cause.

So one thing I would like to mention here is that the Asia‑Pacific region has not had a great level of participation in the IGF globally.  I would say that considering the population both on the ground, on the planet, on the Internet these days we have been under represented in the IGT movement.  The other bridge that we need to build here, to build together is one between this region, between the Asia‑Pacific and the rest of the world to ensure that the concerns that we have here are best reflected elsewhere.

A very good example of this, possibly the best, which came about just in recent years is the final adoption of internationalized domain names which has been of critical importance here in this region.  I think what's been catalyzed by the region.  That's a job as many know has just started, the DNS, IBMs, one thing, to manipulate them, to use them in all of the processes that support the DNS is another thing.  The job just started, there is more to do there.  As I say, it is something that's critically come from this region.  The other things that we have in this region that we can face alone or together with the rest of the world are for instance the incredible growth that's going to happen here.  We have half of the world's population.  We have by far the greatest potential for growth of Internet and absolute numbers, the number of people that will come in the number, on future years, the majority will come from this region.  That's something that's obviously unique to us.  Part of that, too, is the challenge of providing access to the most developing environments on the planet through the Internet from the mountains to the islands of the Indian, Pacific Oceans.  So in this region these are priorities and we have a lot to say about them and a lot to learn.  That's the point of the IGF, to bring people together, to exchange ideas.  As they say it is not a forum for decision making but it is a forum for all of us.  In concluding I have a couple of things to ask of you over the next few days.

First is for everyone here to please engage actively to contribute to the discussions going on.  Remember the best contribution that you can make is often a question.  If you're wondering about something that you're hearing or that's being discussed then I think you can bet that you won't be the only one.  You'll be thanked for raising issues, for clarifying issues that we all share.  The second request is to really act as a bridge yourselves and report what you are hearing here over the next few days and what you learn, report back to your colleagues, share what you learn online, on Twitter, on Facebook, anywhere else.  So you share that experience so the organizers of the individual sessions are reminded to you all that the reports are being ‑‑ that can be compiled, that you can produce here in this meeting, the reports of your sessions are really important.  They'll be read by other people.  They'll provide an important record in the future of this event.

Please think about that.  Think about how, what we're doing here will be reflected, will actually influence what's happening in the rest of the world.

That's all for me.  I really do look forward to the coming few days and I really hope that we have a great time here together.  Thank you for being here.  See you soon. 

>> VIMMI CHOUDHARY: Thank you for your views.  Ladies and gentlemen, as he mentioned, the task in this part of the world, in the Asia‑Pacific is huge, not many people to address to take the Internet to them, not many geographies and topographies to cover, policies to be developed and of course APrIGF to be heard and seen more of on the global Internet community.  A lot of collaborations are going to be required.

As we're talking about also the policies and the training and capacity building, someone who’s been working extensively towards ICT policy, training, capacity building in the region, including delivering programs for the U.N. agencies is Mr. Rajnesh Singh.  He's the regional director of the Asia‑Pacific Regional Bureau at the Internet society, ISOC, where he oversees the projects, initiatives and the activities of ISOC.  I request him now for his keynote address. 

>> RAJNESH SINGH: Thank you very much.  A good morning to you all.

Before I start, I think I would like to congratulate the team who put together this event, RaJesh, not just you but the multistakeholder group, the group which Paul chairs, it takes a lot to organize this event.  I would like to have a round of applause for the team behind this, please.

Thank you. 

Beyond that we mentioned, the Asia‑Pacific is under represented at the global level, that's very true.  I would also add within the Asia‑Pacific it is under represented in forums such as this.  We have the privilege of living in a diverse, large region and unfortunately I don't think we can always have that kind of coverage that we would like to have.  For example, I don't ‑‑ at this moment I can't really see anyone from the Pacific here, discount myself or ‑‑ and Don who's putting his hand up there.  So I know that's a challenge of the region we are in.  Then, of course, you take it at the global level and it is a lot harder to do.  I also cannot under emphasize the need to have these Internet governance discussions at the local and national level.  There are people of all different backgrounds and from different sectors and stakeholders who now have an interest in the Internet.  What started off as essentially a defense project went on to become largely academic and now it is perhaps the greatest tool mankind has ever experienced.

Everyone has a role to play.  There was a good commentary on the challenges, issues we face on the Internet today and how we need to work together to make progress.  The Internet has been evolving continually.  It is also dynamic.  What happens today, tomorrow, may have contributed differently from what happens in the next couple of years.  Those ‑‑ the rapid change is having something that sometimes it is a bit hard to cope with.  There's also I think the biggest part of the Internet community as mentioned, it is the youth.  The youth IGF is an important part of IGF overall t brings new people in the fold.  Here, most of us have known each other a long time and been involved in some way or form with the Internet community at large.  If there is no new blood that keeps oncoming forth this panel, this panel will not change.  It needs to change.  We need to have new ideas, new thoughts.  New experiences which we would like people to share.  For the youth, I would say that you are the future.  It is very important that you contribute and define how the future of the Internet will be.  The future of the Internet is not for us.  It is for you guys.  You are the ones that will live the future.  We're ‑‑ we have gone through it or in our twilight years. 

I won't say much more.  I think the other speakers have really covered the issues and challenges that we do face and some of the discussions that we'll perhaps have over the next couple of days. 

My concluding remark would be please stay involved.

Earlier this year the Internet society ran a survey, South Asia was a large respondent group.  Within that, there were two issues that really came to mind in terms of what the concerns were from people.  One was cybersecurity, no surprise.  The second, connectivity.  Within connectivity we have access, speed, cost, things like that as well as controllability, other things.  We're trying to get them printed and before you leave hopefully you'll have a copy of them here at this event. 

With the South Asia analysis, what it told us was not different from the other subregions.  The issues are largely the same at least at the very high level.  I think it is the individual issues that sometimes come into play more often than not and changes our perceptions and what we need to do.

Sometimes our responses are a bit emotional I think when it comes to things like child pornography, as well as fraud, crime on the Internet.  Ultimately we all need to work together to make it happen and the youth need to be involved to ensure that whatever we define today is good enough for their tomorrow.  Thank you very much. 

>> VIMMI CHOUDHARY: Thank you for your views.  Once again, ladies and gentlemen, we mention that we have to come out of the national silos and it has to be more cooperation between the various national bodies also representing the regional IGF on the global community to be heard more.

Another one of the topics which we're discussing or the key driver which is going to be bringing about the changes, making Internet more open and decentralized.  This will definitely require some strict enforcement of open and public standards.  Yesterday there was one of the speakers, had just mentioned, either self-regulation but probably you do require more.  To address on this effective framework on Internet governance, also to talk about including transition, I would like to request and invite our legal expert, Mr. Philip Grabeneese, the senior lawyer of SHSG Co. Germany. 

>> PHILIP GRABENEESE: Thank you very much.

Joint secretary, Dr. Rajesh Charia, Paul Wilson, Govind, Rajnesh Singh, Yu‑Chuang Kuek, honored colleagues, of course, the young Internet users and not so young ladies and gentlemens.  I take pride in the opportunity to share a few thoughts with this distinguished group.  It has been an exciting year so far in the Internet governance debate.

In March the U.S. commerce department's national telecommunication administration NTI announced their intention to hand this to the global community.  It was produced in less than six months a declaration of the Internet governance principle and the roadmap.  That's after a decade since Tunis limited innovative and enter governance, it was achieved.  In 2004 the former U.N. Secretary General told the working group on Internet governance that not only technology but policy needs innovation in managing, promoting, protecting the Internet's presence in our life.  We need to be no less creative than those who invented it.  And he added clearly there is a need for governance, but that does not necessarily mean that it has to be done in the traditional way for something that's so very different.  This calls for new, unusual solutions.  It leads to creativity in innovation.  Two decades it he merged, ten years ago it was different, where is today's policy innovation?  The announcement of TIA?  To come close to an answer to these questions, a look is needed into the reality of Internet governance environment in the 2010s.  Today's challenges, they're rather different on the Internet policy problems we had ten years ago.  Out of 7.1 billion human population 4.3 billion users use Internet in 2013 and Asia is housing almost 40% of the users. 

My other colleagues mentioned, you know, the under representation, you know, in that debate.  I think you can look at the numbers, that becomes very clear.

Southeast Asia, Africa, the Arab world, other islands see connection and enhanced mobile connection.  In 2005 the Internet governance debate was introduced and now more interplay and others have entered into the global Internet governance making scene.  In 2005 policy issues related to social networks or search engines did not draft a role in drafting the Tunis Agenda.  We have more mobile computing, and in 2005 a rebirth of private start‑up companies which suffered after the blast of the.com bubble at the end of 2009, of 1990es took place.  In 2015 the private sector players have grown into billion dollar businesses, they dominate the policy making worldwide.  It is a majority of the kinds, a new economy, they're coming from the U.S. and from China.  It is now recognized that the Internet is deeply linked to Human Rights in particular to the freedom of expression and rights to privacy stimulating ate adoption of the U.N. human right council 2012 which stated individual rights and court of decisions, particularly of the court of justice and it has recognized that the Internet is a place of strategic importance for national security.  The fight against cybercrime, tourism, it is a crucial moment in national, international policy making.  It has triggered discussions over cyber weapons, which are reflected in the innovation with the first and third committee of the U.N. General Assembly as well as in NATO and OEC and council of Europe.  In 2005 the risk for fragmentation of the Internet was mainly language based.  In 2015 efforts to fragment the Internet, it is politically motivated.  More and more countries try to renationalize the Internet to their particular nations with fire walls and distribute the environment.  This was reflected in the failed proposal made by a group of countries, including China, Russia, Saudi Arabia to introduce a concept of national Internet segment into the international communication regulations due to the world conference and that was in Dubai in 2012.  The process started in 2002, it was an understanding.  There was less than 50 members and no at large structures existed.  Ten years later they have demonstrated the maturity by launching other initiatives and in 2009 it was independent of the government by the information of commitment.  There are formal seats and ten around the globe.  There is now 136 members and more than 200LSR and many participating in the second Internet user summit in London in 2014.  This is dramatic changes of the Internet governance ecosystem in the last ten years.  Even through the management of Internet resources it is still an issue as reflected in India's desire to operate one server and the debate shifted dominated by Internet public related issues as international security and development of job creation and Human Rights and Infrastructure, access, cybercrimes, construct control, privacy, freedom of expression and intellectual property, e‑commerce network and others.  However, even in the time the server, the symbolic meaning of operating a root server and a control of the function, it should not be underestimated.

How to deal with all those issues and challenges, it is a U.N. system, the right place to negotiate the solutions, what are the alternatives?  What's important in the conclusions, the recognition that the Internet gov think so is and was a sole international decision maker at the top of the pyramid.  We look at this system, there is a difference in the governance models and issues and different stakeholder work hand in hand and independent of the work of others in a decentralized system of shared responsibilities.  From a technical point of view it has worked in an incredible flexible way allowing growth stimulating economic development and broadening individual freedom.  It has been repeated in the last ten years if it isn't broken don't fix it.  However, this only part of the truth.  The management of resources cannot be seen in abstract from the political implementations.  The programs and involvement of the GEC which led to the establishment of several safeguards for neutralities serving as a perfect example which existed and reached its limits.  The Internet is not a single issue which needs to be regulated in one way or the other.  The Internet has evolved over half a century and penetrated layers as a political, economic, Cultural, social life around the globe.  Life without the Internet is unthinkable and indirect or a direct way.  My friend compares ‑‑ this is a publication in this, it is compared to the rain forest.  In this rain forest I counted the number of diverse plants and animals living in a complex system, in this virtual rain forest we have an endless University of networks, applications, other things that coexist and collaborate.  One thing which can be learned is that the rain forest as a whole is not manageable.  It can be neither governed or controlled but can be damaged and destroyed instead.  In the Internet governance ecosystem many players of different statuses operate on different layers, local, international levels, user needs, market needs and political interests.  This produced a broad variety of the regulatory and self-regulatory regimes complementing or conflicting each other.  The system as a whole is to decentralize, diverse, layered and has authority, it sends various sub systems, the incredible variety of the sub mechanisms ranging from culture and an Internet control based on different mechanisms by government groups and regulation and arrangement in between where effected and concerned stakeholder and sectors of civil society and technical community are working hand in hand.  There is an enhanced coordination as well as work between the various players.

To keep this further growing Internet ecosystem safe, it leads efforts by all effected stakeholders, something like a rainbow coalition, regardless of their legal to and economic bite and power are working hand and hand and share in the decision making capacities.  For the existing mission, fixed procedure, it is nearly impossible to write adequate to such a complex changing environment.  It does not mean that this is relevant to the Internet and will play a role as an important element in the broad ecosystem.  The traditional procedures have merits but they have also limitations. 

The Internet diplomacy of the 201st century has gone beyond the diplomacy of the 20th century mechanism.  What's needed is a political change and what's reflected in this new Internet governance complexity. 

A demonstration as mentioned in 2012 and the 150 years of history, they have adopted this with the member states and plan to update the 1988ATR treaty in 2000 failed and it failed to produce the confidence, the member states couldn't agree, only 89 signed the new ITR contract.  A consequences from that is a push for a new culmination in governments and non‑government stakeholders.  So far the idea to fill the gap which cannot be considered as a niche anymore but rather something like a segue and entered a non‑occupied space and they needed to stumble forward to keep the dynamics free, safe and based on Human Rights.  It allows the Internet stakeholders from making a choice between these and largely escape from the consuming debate of the U.N. system.  It will demonstrate that multistakeholder cooperation is doable and it is open and transparent process and will have concrete action from the adoption of the universal sets of principles and involvement which includes a civilization of both. 

To understand the philosophy it is important to recall that a process was triggered by the regulation of Snowden in the summer of 2013 and the following speech by the president of Brazil before the General Assembly in New York and the meeting in 2013.  Two weeks after the so‑called organization, the Brazilian president was in New York and harnessing the full potential of Internet requires therefore responsible regulation which ensures at the same time freedom of expressions, security and respect of Human Rights, Internet and worldwide web have brought major benefits and social development.  Both have been built and governed by the public interest through unique multistakeholder cooperation which has been intrinsic to their success.  It was discovered that it is not a contradiction of the two, but this will be important and embedded in a multistakeholder with the governments and private sector and Civil Society and the unity will play a role.  The national scene model for intense and governance, they have to find right answer for the world case by case and not open, transparent policy and developing process.  The outcome from this was to convene a global multistakeholder meeting.  This process had two related names, an unsurely framework and discussion process.  The discussions started in the 8th IGF in October of 2013 which is a connotation from around the globe.  The generous response is positive, the majority of the participant shared the impression that there is a need to move from reflection to actual and something has to be done after the regulations of the efforts of Snowden.  There was no reason to recycle the government and council as proposed by the government and the summit in 2005.  The spirit was not driven by the wish to go backwards but the spirit of the day was to stumble forward and to the unchartered territory of the multistakeholder process and the idea was seen as an opportunity for the next stumbling step.  One key discussion point was how equal the stakeholder would be involved.  In a meeting between ICANN and President Fahri, the Brazilian cooperation and representative, there was strong support but also very clear message that the Civil Society wants to be included in equal footing.  Civil Society made clear that this would be a farce and they would reject any process of meetings behind closed doors with the sector.  In a short time, they did formulate a framework which created a mechanism to bring the stakeholders of the coordination and collaboration. 

The four main stakeholder groups, government, private sector, Civil Society, technical, recognizing their roles.  The Committees, they were populated by the stakeholder groups themselves and development in a transparent process which the groups needed.  The Committee were instrumental to organize the input from the preparation to the final document.  This stimulated 186 proposals from all over the world allowing an agreement on a conference Agenda for a two‑day meeting and draft recommendation of 15 pages in two main parts with principles and a roadmap.  In contrast to ICANN meetings, we had a main microphone, the setting of the conference room provided for microphones and speakers on the first day, groups were requested to make a two‑minute statement.  And the chair had a speaking time among them.  A key part of the final document was section on Internet governance principles.  The discussion on such principles goes back to the 90s with a former German EU commissioner proposed that a global communication charter.  Internet governance principles were discussed as a context also and they did not introduce any specifics. any regulations.  The forum is the place for continuous of the debate mainly as the evolution on the principles, and the G8, the viewers, the government organizations, as a global network and a trip from the private sector organization of progressive communication, Civil Society organizations to technical oriented and articulation and governance principle.

Until 2013 more than 25 different documents on the government were flying around of the this was often confusing principle shopping where they were trying to justify actions and behavior in cyberspace.  The principle, it was supported by one stakeholder group and in scope by geographic and substance.  The 25 plus documents were multistakeholder.  At the 8th IGN the main sponsors, they were sitting at one table but no agreements were reached out of the globalized and multistakeholder rights, a process for the Internet governance.  What they could in the achieve, a rough condense across all groups.  It was summarized and 8 subparagraphs of the previous 25 plus document, it globalized and multistakeholderized them.  Even so, it did not create a multistakeholder model because there will not be a single model, but introducing the approach is the only right way to go ahead.

It involved all stakeholders but treated them in decision making process as equal.  This is innovation.  The decision making process was different from the decision, it was made not by voting as in the U.N. body on ICANN but rough consensus, it is how they are merging and they are combining in a certain way two different decision making cultures which shaped so far the role making for the Internet.

The regional IGF and upcoming meeting will compliment that process.  Both IGF and others are based on the same principles.  The intergovernment Tunis Agenda paved the way for the declaration.  If IGF could combine, they could create concrete results with the public policy problems and issues.  If ICANN will be a part of this compliment takings I just mentioned before, able to seriously convince a stakeholder of the transition process it is closely tied to the accountability process and then those two issues are not treated separately, 2014 has a potential to be not just an interesting year, but indeed a turning point.

>> VIMMI CHOUDHARY: Thank you Mr. Philip Grabeneese for giving us a comprehensive account for the entire history of the Internet governance evolution and the various dialogues which have taken place in the recent past towards framing this new Internet governance framework as we are talking about making it open, decentralized, transferred, multistakeholder. 

Then again, as the number of Internet users are going to be increasing, it will be more expanding.  The number of Internet numbers, names, they'll be expanding and increasing and it will be essential to manage them so that the networks are more stable and they're more secure.  Towards that, ICANN is working, we have Mr. Yu‑Chuang Kuek, vice president and vice president of stakeholder engagement.  I invite him now, ask him for his . 

>> YU-CHUANG KUEK: Secretary, our esteemed host, our organizers for the Asia‑Pacific APrIGF, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, a very good morning. 

I'm ICANN's representative in the Asia‑Pacific region.  We hear a lot about ICANN this morning, before I continue, let me briefly talk about what ICANN does, it is the Internet cooperation for assigned names and numbers using your device like your smartphone, your laptop, your computer, to get to an Internet destination, the unique identifiers, including the domain names and the IP addresses that need to be coordinated in order for you to get to the Internet destination you desire, ICANN is the body that administers the function.

Now, as many of you may know, the Asia‑Pacific HUB for ICANN just turned one.  We started our work on August 1st last year.  You know, we're very thankful that we had a very successful year.  When I took up the appointment to be ICANN's staff in the Asia‑Pacific region on August 1st last year my first stop was to India.

I came for the opening of the conference last year and I shared how excited I was to both be in India and South Asia.  We talk very often about how the region is under represented, we talk about how the next billion user also come from the region.  I think the time is now for us to continue forging ahead to make sure that there is sustained interest, the sustained engagement and sustained dialogue for this to happen.

For this cause, I really have to thank the APrIGF organization and host for forging things through.  This is the fifth year that APrIGF is happening.  I did not attend the Hong Kong session.  Every subsequent year I have been involved.  I am heartened by how it is continuing to grow and momentum going strong.  We continue to have new ideas brought to the table.

One year into the Asia‑Pacific Hub's growth I'm happy to report that the staff strength for the ICAN Nation Pacific hub has grown 10 fold.  We're not playing a number game here.

Right now, if you look at how we can help the Asia‑Pacific domain name industry we have staff looking into registry relations, registrar relations and capacity involvement and awareness building in the region we now have staff joining us in security trainings for SANO and other network operator groups in the region.  We also have a language localization pilot so that we can bring ICANN materials in local language to such a diverse region.

By saying this though, this is by no means chest thumping saying we have done well.  Our work is done.  I think what I'm trying to say here is that we're on a very hopeful trajectory.  If you look at the snapshot, there is many gaps and a lot more needs to be done.  If you look at the trajectory I think things are very healthy and I want to thank our many regional, global partners for helping us create this helpful trajectory.

As Phillip has mentioned, we're possibly at a cusp of history looking at the stewardship transition.  I find no more appropriate home than for the APrIGF to be having a discussion on the stewardship transition.  This will be the place where the Asia‑Pacific region gets to meet for the first time after the stewardship committee coordination group met in London we are very happy we have members joining us tomorrow as well and we have a session to discuss this specifically so that the Asia‑Pacific's views on the stewardship can be talked about before moving forward to the next meeting and the global IGF in Istanbul.  I'm heartened that the APrIGF, we have seen many other interesting issues being discussed such as DNS deployment, net neutrality principles and other things we should engage on because it impacts the future of the better Internet for the region and beyond.

With, this I'm confident we'll have a fruitful few days ahead of us to discuss these issues.  Let me underscore my thinks again for the organizers and our hosts.  I wish you a very enjoyable week ahead.

Thank you. 

>> VIMMI CHOUDHARY: Thank you for your views, ICANN is trying to aggression growth and evolution which will take place in the space and he also mentioned this meeting is, of course, standing very significant because it is going to be collating the national efforts, collating it at the regional level and further pronouncing it at the global community level.

I now invite you, as you see, this department, it has been coordinating and interacting with almost all stakeholders across the value chain.  The equipment manufacturers, the service providers, the technology providers, the network provider, Infrastructure providers and towards that, the government of India has been creating a lot of enabling environment and conducive environment for all these stakeholders so as to contribute to the growth and to the evolution of Internet in the country.  So from the policy perspective side, we now invite the views of the joint secretary, ministry of IT and communication. 

>> AJAY KUMAR: Good morning, everyone.  Rajesh Charia, the cohost, Mr. Paul Wilson, APNIC, Mr. Rajnesh Singh, Mr. Philip Grabeneese from Germany, Mr. Edmon Chung, distinguished participant of the Asia‑Pacific regional IGF, friends, let me welcome you all to this very first Asia‑Pacific being held in India.

Let me especially welcome all of our friends from abroad.  I hope that during the event you'll have a chance to have a slice of not only what the modern India, Internet of India is like, but as well as the history and culture of India.

For some of you that are so inclined, those of you who are properly guided, I can also assure you that Delhi, it is a shopper's delight!  You can get one of the best deals, but do ensure that you're accompanied suitably, otherwise you can also end up in the wrong hands.  It is very interesting times in India. 

We have recently concluded the elections to our national parliament, and a new government has taken office.

There is a sense of optimism and expectation.  It is very interesting, these elections which we just concluded saw a huge role which technology and Internet had played.  Our present Prime Minister as one of the leading candidates in the elections made extensive use of technology.  Those in India know how extensively he worked across the country and addressed large number of rallies.  A lot of us were bewildered every time he would go to different nooks and corners of the country, talk there, he would actually go and talk about issues that were so local, so relevant.  On broader issues, everybody had their views, perspectives, he was able to sense the local issues and talk about t it made a huge difference. 

It is now pretty well‑known that it was through a platform where crowd‑sourcing was used and local people were asked to give inputs regarding what was relevant to them, what did they want the then Prime Minister candidate to talk about and based on which he was practically on a realtime basis on his tour across the country able to connect to the people in the way he was.  This was really technology effecting democracy.  It was really technology getting people to participate and having their say.

This is not ended with elections.  The Prime Minister has recently launched a few weeks back a platform called mygov.  It is available at mygov.inc.in.  It is a biggest platform of its kind or will be one of the biggest platforms of its kind of citizen engagement.  It is a new Facebook, a Facebook with a different objective and theme.  It is a Facebook with a purpose. 

What it does is it has basically two main sub keys, one, a to do list, the other is called a do.

The belief is that in this country of 1.5 billion, there is a large number of people who want to participate, who want to contribute to the development of the country.  The platform it provides, the opportunity for people to connect, connect directly to the Prime Minister.

There are no financial incentives, but there are incentives of satisfaction that you are actually contributing to development, to public policy making, and of course for the few who are very active, contribute successfully a alarming amount of good ideas, the opportunity to meet the Prime Minister himself.

As part of the discussion, you can participate and provide inputs on public policy teams.  As part of specific tasks, you could actually provide input with respect to plans, with respect to designs, which can be used as part of the specific team to which you are contributing.  Let me give you a specific example.

One of the teams that's been put on mine is clean India.  As part of that, you can actually showcase how you have organized your community in your area to see, to clean up the locality where you are functioning.  Each of the people earn points and later on with the people with the highest points have an opportunity to actually share their ideas with the government at the level of Prime Minister and the minister.  Doesn't end here, incidentally, in less than ‑‑ in about eight to ten days of its launch, we have nearly 100,000 people who have already joined the platform.  This is an exercise which honestly speaking we have had issues with respect to scaling it up technically, not having within the government the experience to do this exercise and then the enthusiasm is really what is touching.  You have over 100,000 contributions.  We have had thousands of people actually contributing to the various work efforts, several thousands of comments contributed by common people to participate in this.

It doesn't end here, in the next phases, we ‑‑ the platform, it will be extended not merely to new teams, but to sub platforms which would engage people in a larger way at the University and state and district level where again the inputs from people on various teams relevant at that level can be taken up and discussed and also on to the national level.  That's why this is something, a platform, which could actually engage India, engage the people of India in a developmental process.

Why I went to such depth in this is this is what we see the way forward as far as Internet is concerned.  We are today as a cusp whereas one of the ‑‑ as the youngest nation in the world we have ability to be influenced by technology as never before.  In fact, on the contrary, if you do not use technology with the so‑called demographic development it can result into several parallels. 

The government has therefore launched an ambitious Agenda of connecting every one of the 1.25 billion people with technology.  The new digital India program which has been announced by the finance minister in his budget speech talks of connecting the digital have‑nots with technology.  The idea is that we can be reasonably satisfied that we have ‑‑ if ICANN reiterated a unique identifier of all of the devices that go on to the Internet, we have today provided a digital identity to each and every individual like nowhere else in the world.

Over 600 million people today in India enjoy a digital identity which can form the basis of imparting services and integrating them in the process of using technology with respect to various activities that they do throughout life starting from birth to death they have a digital identity which is unique and can be taken forward.

We have the ambitious project of connecting every single village with optical fiber.  We have the national knowledge network which connects every single University in the country on a framework and now as the next phase, all of the universities will be connected on a wi‑fi connectivity so that the students studying in the University can take the benefit of Internet.

Ambitious programs are being rolled out for increasingly using technology for influencing agriculture, health, education, financial inclusion, et cetera.  All this is going to shape the coming years and coming future of our youth as well as for the largest segment of our country and population.  That is why when everyone here said that the next billion users of Internet will come from the Asia‑Pacific from the developing world, from India, that's not wrong.  We can see that happening and I'm sure that the world will also see this moving forward as we go forward. 

This is also ‑‑ speaking in this forum, as has been mentioned by our speakers earlier, the Asia‑Pacific region continues to be under‑represented, under‑performing with respect to Internet governance affairs of the world.  There is need for us to be more active in this regard and take ‑‑ play a role, which is given the fact that we have so much of plans and so much of use for technology and the future, our new position we should resume.

India is happy to come forward and play its due role in this regard.  We have set a process by which several new initiatives to enable greater developments and greater capacity among our people, our technical community, academic community, to participate in the Internet processes, Internet technologies have been initiated and we expect that going forward in the coming months and coming years we'll see these bear fruit.

To create greater participation we're having ‑‑ now we're having the Asia‑Pacific regional idea, we have also decided to create an institutional mechanism to have India IGF held everywhere going forward.  The first IGF will be held this year and thereafter every year be proposed to create a forum by different groups from across the country as well as leading celebrities from across the world would be invited to share their views on various topics of current theme.  Multistakeholder group was formed to lead the effort for the India group and we should be shortly announcing the conduct of the first India IGF in this direction.  We have four chapters in the country.  It has been decided to activate these chapters, the president of these chapters have taken the initiative to energy the activities, engage more actively with their own system around where the chapters are located.  We see, we hope, we expect that this would see more activities from these chapters going forward.

We have also asked our state governments to elaborate with the chapters ‑‑ collaborate with the chapters so that the large amount of activity in India takes place at the state government levels Abe these chapter cans gain with their association with the state government and agencies and people who are affiliated with the state government as well as with the other stakeholder groups. 

We with the help of APNIC we launched the Internet registry last year and hope to expand the operations going forward.  We are very shortly as part of ‑‑ India is a language of languages.  They say there is over 1600 languages being spoken in indigenous y the constitution itself recognizes 25 languages.

To reach every person it is essential to focus on localization and as part of that, with respect to the domains, India is now ready to launch the domain name system from Hindi and another will be launched by NIXI very shortly.  This would be followed by launch of domain names in other regional languages as we go along.  We also encourage the academic community to show greater interest in technology, research and government.  The government is happy to fund work in this regard, research work in this regard so that more work is done.  Recently in Bombay there was a project yielded of a development of a very interesting new product for the Internet router that was efficient and fast.

This is just a drop in the ocean.  We need this happening across a large number of institutions across the country.  The government is ‑‑ has a scheme by which support can be given for taking up such research activities. 

Capacity like we mentioned is a major part of all of this.  Capacity development for our youths, college students, it is going to be important aspect of trying to engage more in the Internet governance within the country. 

We're looking for those working in this area so we can create greater capacity development in matters relating to governance in colleges and universities.  Another aspect is the security institute which we propose to set up and for which initial work has been done in collaboration with ICANN.  We look forward to taking that project forward.

Most importantly, these are some of the initiatives that have been started but going forward and we think we'll ‑‑ increasingly we'll engage with other stakeholders and countries especially the Asia‑Pacific with whom we enjoy a natural connect to see how to ‑‑ how to change the situation where Asia‑Pacific is under‑represented and underheard in the global forum and we need to ‑‑ we can jointly and collectively with collaboration and support we can take this forward.

Lastly, let me take this opportunity to thank APNIC especially.  With their support we can have this and we look forward to your support in taking our efforts to promote greater Internet governance in this region.

I would also like to thank NIXI for having taken the lead for having organized this event here.  Like I mentioned earlier, I think this is a crucial time and a very important time during which this event being organized here in India, has significance.  Congratulations to NIXI and thank you to all of the people and the team which has worked behind the leadership to have created in event.

Once again, I wish this conference all the very best.  I wish that the deliberations of the conference would create greater interest, understanding and participation from all stakeholders in matters of Internet governance and going forward we'll continue to engage with several of you in this whole Agenda and massive changes that are taking place on the Internet governance front.

Thank you, and all the best. 

>> VIMMI CHOUDHARY: A big thank you to the joint secretary for his very heartfelt address.  Ladies and gentlemen, as he mentioned, talking about making this Internet more open, transparent, more representative, and equal as we're saying, the biggest example stands in front of us, the biggest example of best Democratic, open, transparent representative model of governance was adopted by the Prime Minister in the elections, that was in the first social media elections which we had in the country.  And the mygov website, the digital initiative taken to connect all people and there we have the project that we have giving unique identity to every citizen of the program, connecting our universities and our institutes through the network, national knowledge network program and many other initiatives and policy decisions which have been taken by the present government towards reaching out to people and empowering the people of this country and playing a more pronounced role to their economy and a global economy.

He also mention that had India is open to the global collaborations, playing a role on the global stage and looking forward to ideas and views from everyone.  Also sharing the various meetings and ‑‑ which are charted out towards this.  So thank you to the joint secretary for this very comprehensive message on the growth and the evolution of Internet, how the government is planning to take it forward. 

Ladies and gentlemen, as we now come to almost the conclusion of this session, to just collaborate the key points, the takeaways from the views and the opinions from our esteemed guests and to give a word of thanks, I would like to invite the CEO for the Indonesia organization and his company, a not‑for‑profit organization with a mandate to promote Internet development and adoption in Asia.  Edmon Chung is also the secretariat for API and has played a leadership role in the initiative to bring together an open membership of 29 official country code top level domain authorities and regional Internet bodies.  He's also an inventor of internationalized domain names and e‑mail addresses on the Internet.  I invite him for his concluding remarks and to propose a word of thanks. 

>> EDMON CHUNG: Thank you for the kind introduction.  President Rajesh Charia, Dr. Govind, Paul, RAJ, Phillip, Yu‑Chuang Kuek, secretary Ajay Kumar, thank you for joining us today.  For sharing your thoughtful notes.  I'm ‑‑ myself, our team from dotAsia is honored to serve as the secretariat for this.  This is our fifth year, installment and we're growing steadily as an event that brings together the Internet community around Asia. 

It is very important to send out thanks to the gracious host APrIGF and NIXI and the stop sores that made it possible for us to have this meeting here, including, Google, ICANN, TATA, STPI.  The Government of Marrakech.  This is the fifth year as I said, I'm happy to report that as we grow we have actually over 350 registered Delegates here at this meeting and on top of that, over 80 University students at the youth IGF camp.  Altogether, well over 400 participants not including even the participants from the remote participation right now.  That also I'm happy to report, that's been improved this year from previous years.

That represents around 30 countries and economies around the world especially Asia.  Beyond just the event itself, I think the secretariat is happy also to note that in the last year we have formalized even further our multistakeholder steering group.  We now have two elected vice‑chairs alongside Paul as the chair with park from Korea and Ahmad from Pakistan as our vice‑chairs. 

The organization of the APrIGF along with the event itself is growing.  That I guess echoes what Paul earlier mentioned, the whole Internet usage and Internet users on ‑‑ in Asia has actually occupied more than 40% of the Internet users around the world today.  That represents only 30% penetration.  There's a huge amount of growth potential in Asia as well.  Also echoing what Dr. Govind had mentioned, the E‑commerce part, the numbers, that also is occupying worldwide I guess E‑commerce revenues, Asia is actually now occupying more than 40% of that, you know, global economy already.

That itself is a very important growth of the Internet here and that also calls for better coordination amount among the players here in Asia.  Not only in terms of those types of numbers, but what's interesting, I was just looking on the Internet earlier today at the number of hours we spend on the Internet is also growing rapidly.  It is now already beyond five hours a day spending online around Asia and actually on top of that, more than two hours every day on mobile Internet and that's growing rapidly as well. 

Those numbers are important because it translates to one thing, which is we today actually spend more time with online media than off line media.  So most of our news is actually coming from the Internet and I wanted to share a sad news today unfortunately, which is I just saw on the Internet there was a big earthquake in China.  The death toll is almost 400 now.  Tens of thousands of families effected right now.  This remind me of some of the disaster relief efforts and management efforts that this conference actually, the APrIGF has touched on, ever since its start.  Most of the years we have actually touched on this, this issue.  Another thing that reminds me of, people sometimes for ‑‑ whether right or wrong ‑‑ people say that disasters sometimes brings us together.  What I'm reminded of, however, is that today on the Internet I hope following Paul's call for more participation, a hope, you know, at this critical juncture of the Internet, Internet governance we would be able to address issues before any disaster happened because we're depending so much on the Internet today, Internet governance is a very important aspect.

Beyond that, we hope that, you know, Internet as that grew from a collaboration, a spirit of collaboration, that's touched so many lives today.  I think one of the things that this conference, also as we talk about Internet governance, I hope we can promote the Peace and collaboration of the region through shared values, through shared understanding, and a shared global resource we now have in the Internet.  All the while, embracing the diversity that we treasure so much.  That is at the heart of our theme actually for this year's conference which is an equitable Internet for the next billion.  With that, I welcome you all to India.  Thank you again for the gracious host.  I hope you have a fruitful discussion and enjoyable conference here this week.

Thank you. 

>> VIMMI CHOUDHARY: Thank you for proposing a word of thanks and also for your views and drawing our attention that Internet also has a role of crosscutting more connected, informed societies and also a sensitive society, sensitive to the needs of people and to what's going on around us and collaborating towards that.  Thank you once again esteemed speakers of the inaugural session. 

Once again, we thank you to the joint secretary, to all our national heads and the regional heads of the Internet community for sharing their views. 

>> VIMMI CHOUDHARY: Ladies and gentlemen, join us now for lunch.  The sessions are going to be commencing at 1:30. 
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